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manent. I do not believe that the killing of even every English-
man can do the slightest good to India. The millions will be
just as badly off as they are today, if someone made it possible
to kill off every Englishman tomorrow. The responsibility is more
ours than that of the English for the present state of things. The
English will be powerless to do evil if we will but do good.
Hence my incessant emphasis on reform from within.

But, before the revolutionary, I have urged non-violence not
on the highest ground of morality but on the lower ground of
expedience. I contend that the revolutionary method cannot
succeed in India. If an open warfare were a possibility, I may
concede that we may tread the path of violence that the other
countries have and at least evolve the qualities that bravery on
the bettlefield brings forth. But attainment of swaraj through
warfare I hold to be an impossibility for any time that we can
foresee. Warfare may give us another rule for the English rule
but not self-rule in terms of the masses. The pilgrimage to swaraj
is a painful climb. It requires attention to details. It means
vast organizing ability, it means penetration into the villages solely
for the service of the villagers. In other words it means national
education, i.e., education of the masses. It means an awakening
of national consciousness among the masses. It will not spring
like the magician's mango. It will grow almost unperceived like
the banyan tree. A bloody revolution will never perform the
trick. Haste here is most certainly waste. The revolution of the
spinning-wheel is the quickest revolution conceivable.

The tenth and the last question is:

10. Is not all logic-and reason discarded where vital interests of life are
concerned? Is it not a fact that a few selfish, tyrant and obdurate men may,
as they do, refuse to listen to reason and continue lo rule, tyrannize and do
injustice to a mass of people? Lord Krishna failed to bring about a settlement
peacefully between the obdurate Kauravas and the Pandavas. Mahabharata

r

may be fiction. Poor Krishna may be less spiritual. But even you failed to
persuade your judge to resign from his post and not convict you, whom even
he, as everybody else, regarded innocent.1 How far can persuasion through
self-sacrifice be successful in such cases?

It is sad but true that, where so-called vital interests are
concerned, logic and reason are thrown to the wind. Tyrants
are, indeed, obdurate. The English tyrant is obduracy personified.
But he is a multi-headed monster. He refuses to be killed. He
cannot be paid in his own coin, for he has left none for us to

.     * Vide Vol. XXIII, pp. 110-20.